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RATIHHOW TRUUT SEASUN UNCHANGEL

Following discussions with the three angling associations and

.other interestad parties, the Inland Fisheries Commission decided that the

current opening and closing dates for waters menaged as rainbow trout
fisheries, would be reteined. The season opens on 31 October 1381 and
closes on 30 May 1972,

TEMPORARY CLOSURE AT THE DUTLET FROM GREAT LAKE TO POATINA TURNEL

The Hydro-tlectric Commission has advised that it has moved
equipment on site for work associated with the raising of the level of
Great Lake. Accordingly, it will be necessary to close off the road to
the northern most launching sites on Grest Lake, i.e. near where water
leaves the lake to enter the pipe to Poatina, from the 21 September 1381
until the end af June 1982,

RAISING WATER LEVEL AT GREAT L AKE

The effect of enlarging the Great Laeke storsge on the trout
fishery may be of interest to snglers. The elevated level of Great Lake
will ultimetely result in larger fluctustions in water level. However,
even though the storage capacity is incressed, the pettern of draw down
will be much the same with less draw down in winter asnd more in SUMWET.

A side effect would be that muve sumer ripsrian needs at Cressy would be
supplied from (Great Lake sg that less water from Woods Lake would be

needed for this purpose. However, some riparian water from Woods Lake
would be needed to supply the ares as far down as the Lake River confluence
with Macquarie River, i.e. near "Conmorville®. Az there would be less
summer draw down in koods Lake, it would become & more "natural® lake and
the lesser fluctuations would benefit the trout fishery,

The elevated water level in Great Lake would not be expected
to have any effect on Shannon and Penstock Lagoons.

FALLS CREEH

Falls Cresk has been selected as a test stream for evaluating
stocking with hatchery raised prown trout. Alraady 10 000 brown trout fry

have been liberuted at sites on this creek and a further 40 000 are scheduled

for liberation in lats September or early Gotober.



ONE RUD DnLY PLEASE

Anglers are reminded that in inland waters they may use one
rad anly at a time and the angler must attend the rod while Fishing. Anm
ungttended rod may be equated to a dead line.

CLARERCE LAGOON

Anglers fishing at Clarence Lagoon at the opening recovered a
live detormator. The Commission would welcome any information froin any
persons concerning the use of detonators in or near inland waters.

The Comnission proposes to liberate brook trout yearlings and
fry in Clarence Lagoon in the spring of 1981.

MERSEY RIVER

The Mersey River has fished well since the gpening of the
season. Un opening day, bags of up to eight brown trout were teken and in
several holes, anglers have already taken 100 fish this season., Heavy rains
have kept the level of the Mersey River high so far this season. A wet
spring is a welcom2 chanye.

DERWENT RIVER

The berwent River has fished reasonably well, especially in
the section above New Worfolk. In the lower sections, anglers have caught
som2 escepees from a hatchery. When vandals interferred with an gutlst at
the display pond at Halmon Ponds in January, 100 brook trout esceped into
the Plenty River. One angler reported catching a rainbow trout et Seven
Mile Beach.

The Uonimission has been concerned sbout reports of brown trout
bzing taken at Seven silsz besch in nefs and has sought the co-operation of
the Tesmanian Fisheriss Development Authority in preventing this practice.

FISHERIES LANE, CRESSY

Bwing to floodlng in September, it was necessary to temporarily
close Fisheries Lane. It 1s proposed to do some repairs if mole spoil is
dvallable in the coming summer so that interference with anglers access to

rumby Creek will be kept to 2 minimun,



THE PHYSHICAL ERVIRUWSWENT Al TROUT

This article sppesred in tne Sport Fisheries newsletter
publisted by the winistry for Conservation, tisheriss end wildlife
Civision, Victoria. Allan paxter is the Officer-in-Lharge of the
Trout Management broup in that state. It is reprinted here becsuse
of its interest to Tassanian anglers.

"Trput are able to live and do well in poth running water
(streams) and still water (lekes). These two habitots differ widely
in their physical cheracteristics of temperature and dissclved oxygen;
and also in gradient, widih, depth and supstratum (oottom type). As
most complaints received about the trout fishery deal with fluwing
waters, this article will look at the stress situsation.

Stream studies have shown that trout are:-~

(&) the dominant species of fish where the gradient is stespest
with rapidly flowing wster;

(b to be present whare the gradient is easier and the water
flow less rapid;

(c) to be luss abundant where the gradient becomes less steep
and the river widens;

() to be rarse where the gradient is negligible, be the river
NErTow G wida.

Unfortunately for the trout fisherman, the mejority of
readily accesible Victorian stresms fall into the lust tuwo categories.
With a decrease in gradient, other fish species opecoine more and more
dominant. Many of these speciss are classed ws "course Tishf! and are
not sought after by anglers for feod or sport. The mzjority of cosrge
fish in Victorian strewns sre Uyprinmids, viz carp, goldfish, tench and
roach, and faw, IF any, native fish, with the possible sxception of
eels, would be classed as coarse.

why is the trout rarsr in those parts of a river wnere
cowrse fish predominate?

These stresss sre usually found in lowlends and are
characterised by thelr slow flow; they are less well seroted, bhave
higher sumiser woler taiperatures and more silt then weters where trout
ara the principal fish. Trout in these rivers may ot obtoin enough

Oxygen, may enccunter lathal toamperatures, and cannot spewn efficientily.

That trout do occur in waters where such conditions prevell

indicates thot they can tolerate the situstion out their rarity supgests
thet they are near the margin of their telerance. Un the other hand the

physical environment is fevouresble to cozrse fish ond thiey sre numerous.

The physical charecteristics of the environment - oxygen
supply, temperature, type of substrete, wey stlely account for the



relative scarcity of trout in the lower resches of rivers where cosree
Fish predominste, but bilologicel factors (competition, predation) must
also be considered. The distritution of trout in @ river is primaerily
related to the obvious topographicel fectors of gradient and width, and
particulerly to the nature of the river oed.

The nature of the river ped can be either "eroding® ie. of
Tacks, stones or gravel or "depositing" ie. of silt or mud. Trout are
usually assgoiated with an eroding stream bped.  Lroding and depositing
substrete are distriouted throuyh @ trout river in different "types"
of water, such se cascades, riffles, runs, flats and pools; in the
first three the bottom is primsrily eroding, and in the last twa mainly
depositing.

The different types of water tend to have certain trout
populations although the trout, being @ moLile animal, may wove From
one type to snother cocording to the season or the time of day. 1In
gsheral, however, trout are few in the coscede section which, with its
turbulent water and sieep gradient, offers few lies for the fish.
Riffles, with their repid Flow of broken, shallow water ond fairly
stable stony bottom, often have fair nucbers of smaller trout, with
bigger fish oowing in et dusk. As there can be little sheltsr Frow
the current it is probeble that riffles atiract fish vecause the stony
botton produces o Yoir food supply.

ituns have yreater depth wnd & snonth gliding flow, there is
less current to contend with, and the eroding substrate presents
guitable spawning ground wnd clso yood feeding area;  thus thers ere
gond lies and trout ars nunErOus.

Flats have deeper water with slight to soderatz current
piving & smootn flow so thet silt settles, $o varying extent, and any
stony substrate 1s usuelly stuole, witn few loose gravelly avees,
spawning facilities sre limited wnd & silted bottom produces poorer
feeding thaen @ stony one. Silt bowever douvs encourage weeds te hold
trout food orgenisms and provide snelter for tiw fish: so thet Flats
can offer suitable lizs and fair numbers of trout may oscur there.

Popls, because they are decp and sometimes weedy, pive
shelter to trout, put the substrote being silty thers is no spawning
ground and the supply of svailable food animels is poor. Morzover,
pools provide suitable conditions for cosrse fish, so that the trout
gheres this "water type" with predstors and competitors. The trout
population in pools is therefore smell ond provebly confined to bigger
fishe

Altered proportions of eroding and depositing substrate can
thus alter the number and speciss of cosrse fish present and hence affect
the number of trout in o trout stresm. The percentage of the streom
bed that is eroding is graduslly decreassing while that depositing is
increasing proporticnally. This can be a slow pracess but, as ususl,
wan is his own worst enemy.



defore the Yindustrial revolution" very few demands were
made of streams and their fish populations. The gradual reduction of
trout habitat would have been slow and the decrease in carrying capacity
end trout nurbers would not have veen noticeable. Expanding population
and technology has in many streams degraded the trout habitat and decreased
the cepacity of the stream o support trout. Common examples are instream
dams, removal of streamside and catochment vegetation, "river improvements?
(eg. channelization), drainage of wetlands, grazing of cattle on stream
banks, pollution, removal of water to meet industrial, domestic and
agricultural demands and urban development. The combined effect of these
has been catastrophic as far as trout are concerned.

Man himself is to blame in most casaes for the marked reduction
in the carrying capacity of the streamns wnd the resultant decrease in the
number of trout.

Next time you go Tishing anc ceteh a few, if any, trout, do
not telephone the Division and blass it for the lack of trout with comments
thrown in such as "it ain't like what it used to be" or Yeven the women
could catch ten a day (some years ago)" - (a guote from & recent survey
trip to Bendpc).

Look around and see what has happenced to the habitat in the
last ten or even twenty years. As a child twenty years ago, I plsyed in
an old sand pit in Heidelberg. I wrote this article in the same "sand pit”,
not for reasons of nostalyls but because the Arthur Rylsh [nstitute wes
built on it. Times bave changed.

There will come a time, end 1n many instances it is already
flere, when your favourite fishing water will ng longer sustain large
numbers o7 trout and it will not e practical or sconomicsl to stock
these waters with hatchery produced fish. Mo matter how many trout the
Division was to liperate; the trout fishing could not be restored to what
it used to be unless the hebitat can be restorsd o what it was ten or
twenty years ago. This would be no easy task and would reguire the
bulloing of fish ladders at 2ach impoundment, replanting streawside
vegetation and fencing off Luffer zones adjacent to the streams, stabalising
stream banks with groynes, and so on.

Only then would it e worthwhile stocking these streams again
with trout.

Remember also that trout are exotics (introduced to Bustralia)
and are a cold water apecies. Many of our stroams are definately not cold
waters, perticularly during the summers like the ome we have just experienced.®

LO~OPERATION WITH TASMANIA PULICE

Fhe Commission is urateful for sssistonce given to field staff
by police officers and members of Steppes Wildlife Trust in handling
Spawning fish et Mary Creek. On two occasions it was necessary to handle
fish at short notice to prevent stranding or poasching. Further, the
Lommission is gruteful to the efforts of police in intercepting two men



on 20 July with sixteen live brown trout in a 44 gallon drum, The fish
came from Mountain Creek. Proceedings will be teken against the two men
Tor taking spawning fish.

RAINBOW TROUT SPAWNING RUN - MARY CREEW, LAGDUN OF ISLANDS

Two good runs of rainbow trout have occurred at Mary Creek
which flowed &t a high level in September. Un the first acoasion, field
staff handled 150 reinbow trout spawners. The largest fish in the run
was 5 kg and the average weight was 2.7 kg. A further gripping on the
11 September involved 350 fish. In all, over 400 000 egys were collected
and taken to the hatchery at Plenty. In the lstter run, there were more
males than females. A noticeable feature of the run was that many Fish
originated from & donztion from Sevrup Fisheries several years ago. In
both runs it was necessary to carry fish buck to the lake as they had
proceeded past the bridge on the Steppes Road. The assistance from the
two parties in carrying the fish back to the lagoon wes greatly sppreciated,
Further salvage operations are likely to be necessary as the flow drops
in #Mary Creck.

MEN FIRED FUR TROUT UFFENCES

Une man was seen tickling spouning trout and another men wus
beating them over the bead with a log of wood, the Hobart ourt wes told
on 7 September 1981,

dohn Stafford Winzil of Main Road, Austins Ferry nleeded
guilty to charges of disturbing spawning trout, toking them without rod
and line, and toking them from closed waters st Clesy tater Creek, Lake
Pedder.

The Magistrate, Mr. Matterson, fined him a total of y2el.

Serior-Constaile R. Burton, prosecuting, told the Mogistrate
that a fisheries inspector had seen Winzil ticking trout et Clesr vater
Lreek during the spawning run. Another wan was cluboing trout and hed
escaped, but Winzil stayed. Senipr~Constable Surton said winzil had
seven trout. uhinzil told the Court that he now had a Fishing licence,
and so Far had caught 15 trout in a legitimate menner.

Kerry Amos drown of Montagu daey Road, Footagu bay, was fined
2 total of $7188 when he pleaded guilty to disturbing spauning trout at
Lake Sarell, taking them im closed waters, and taking thew with a gaff.

senlor-Constable curton said o fisheries inspector found 29
trout in prown's vehicle and most had geff boles. Hrown told the
inspector thot he and & nate had gone to get a Few trout to eat. Erown
told the Magistrate he felt he was "unlucky to get caught®, but was
prepered to pay the penalty. He seid he hod been out of work, and he and
a mate had ygone to get some fish for their families to eat.



The vagistrate: “These could be the wost expensive fidh end
chips you ever had", He told #rown he could hove Fined him w870 in special
penalties (§30 a Fish) but would Fine him only &5¢ in specisl penalties
vecause of his limited income.

215 FINE FUR ILLEGAL TROUT SALE

The Comnmissioner of inland Fisheries, Mr. D.D, Lynch, was
offered brown trout at an bastlands retail outlet, the Hobart Court was
told on 7 September 1967,

Lhristogher Pitney of Talune Strest, Lindisfarne, did rmoi
Bppear to enswer charges of sellimg fwo brown trout and offering for sals
nine brown trout.

He was fined s total of 5215.

The Court was told thet Commissioner Lynch went to the shop
after recelving a complaint mnd was offersd brown Srout when he asked if
they were Far sele. He said Fitney told the Commissioner thet the Brown
trout hed been pought from & man who said be hag caught them at Loke
Sorell.

wenior-Constable dyurton said the trout had oesn speared.

Tne Magistrate, rr. Motterson, said Pitney had written a
latter to the Court pleading guilty, end claiuwing he did net know it was
illegal to sell prown trout, or trout cther than rainbow trout From @
fish farm.

The Magisirate said people in business should moke jiroper
imguiries and not meke ssswptions befora selling. He said the offencs
was serious because the Commissioner hed pointed out that tTout were
being poached in spswning runs. A general detervent was called For as ]
reminder to anybody considering selling trout illegully. He said while
people were willing to buy poached Fish, poaching in the stute would
accelerate.

Outside the Court Mr. Lynch confimmed heg hed meds the
investigation into the illegal sale himself. He said the Comnisaion Wes
short of staff of the time, and a nunber of coses had bean lost when
police, through lack of experience, wers unable to give expert svidence
as to the difference betwesn brown and roinbow trous. Only rainbow trout
from fish farms could be sold in shops, he saide. He said it was unlikely
that the sale of orown trout would sver be legalised beceuse of the
potential increase in poaching.

LITTLE PINE SPAGNING CRELK

Prompt action over the logging at Little Pine Lagoon appears
to have saved the prown trout spewning stock ot the lagoon.



ure Thurstay 23 Suly 1901, She ogewning creck in the south-
west curner of Little Pine Layoon was inspected in arder to sssouss g
mortality ws o result of ciltation.

At the time of inupuction the crsek was flooding over its
Lunks and was wuch deepst ame Flowing wuch Faster than on Provious
inspections (15 and 23 June 1921).  Six prown srout odults WEDE B8een
between the lagoon shore smg the road crossing.  fhe screen placsd
dCrous the creck on the 23 Jume was found to oe undipmined and dappecrar
tu we serving no purpose and SO wes resoverd.

An attempt wes meds to collect =gy samples fram one redd in
coch of the three arews; orea 1 - the cottom site - <Jpproximately 0 m
from the lugoon shoriz; ares 2 - the middle site - approximately 50
below the ruad crossing; wrea 3 - the top site - auproxinately 30 m
above the road crossing. Unfortunately the depth and spesd of the water
mage gquintetive soipling ispossiole ond only & smell nuaoer of 2UYS WETe
collected. The sguoure foot bottom sumpler used, was nut 2ffective
in the fost water und wost of the dis ndged wogs drifted past the serpler.
dome observations wnd resulits are swimerised Lolow: -

Areg 1
The weter wus fast, deep and cleor and thi gruvel wos looss
and clean. Most of the egus dislodged csppeered to De olive. Lygs

collected - 14 Live and 1 dewd.

Area 2

The water was fusi, deep and clear. The gravel sppeured to be
clean on the surtecs, put clouds of Fine silt passed downstresm when $he
yravel was roked. rFost of the egys dislodged cppeered to be alive. Eggs
collected - 6 live and 3 dead.

Areea 3

The water waes fast, doep ang cloor end $he gravel wes clean,
The mejarity of zogs dislodged were alive. Eygs collected - 5 live and
2 deud.

1t seems thut since the closure of logging operations in the
area, the heavy Piow of water from rain and snow hes Flushed aost of the
silt out of the ocreek.

In gereral, the gravel in the cresk ped gppears to be lopoe
and clewun and there have oeen no substentisl siis amathering uf redds.
The only orea where hsavy siltation hos ocourred is where the first
vishicular crossing was made;  here the merging of the crock are unwadesible
due ta soft silt and mud. However, thie oLstruction has owsn clesred sod
the creek has cut o new courss through this =r2a and was not discoloured
at the time of the inspection. 1Ff me Further vehicles poEs through the
creexk et this point, the svza shoulo 2ventually stubalise when vegetation
beging o grow back.,

A0 inspzction of the rowd revesled thet acoess hos not been
blocked, thersfore, when the lagoun stops spilling there is notining to
pravent vehicles frow using the treck ondg cauging Furthnar doeisge. As all
the machinery has now oeen cenoved from the ured, the track should bs
cloged off to prevent further usc.

Hostone swirier nms proved ineffoctive in praventing unauthorised
gopess to vehiclies and it is proposed o gtrangtben it.



PrUsSELUT TUids

A summiry of ricent court cases iz set out celow.

cases gre listed for hearing.

Court Date

uffender and Addross

wature of UFfence Fine

Further

Costs

26.56.81

7.9.81

7.9.81

79,81

15.9.81

beoffrey williaw Heid

19 Mornington Lrive
Ravenswand

Christopher Pitney
1 Telung Striest
Lindisfarne

Kerry AmDs drown
76 riantagu doy Hoad
mohbegy cay

John stafford uwinzil
285 wiain Hoad
Austinsg Forry

Shane Lavid Tuepp
14 Taliunt Hoad
Leunoeston

Inland Fisheries Commissiun,
127 vevey otreet,

Hopars, Tasmunle

704

Fishing without licence. 20-U00
HFossession of assemplzd
rod. '

Uffering ¥ orown trout  215-00
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brown trout.
visturbing spewning 185-U0
fish., Take Fish From
closed waters. Take
fish other than rod and
linz.

bisturting spawning 26000
Fish. Teke fish froum

closed waters. Take fisn
other than rod and linz.

Uisturbing spawning fish.ed-00
Teke fish frow closed

waters. Taoke Fish other

tihen rod and line.
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